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had enjoyed under Commodus was to be brought to an end, they mutinied and murdered him. Then they literally put up the purple for sale to the highest bidder, and a wealthy senator, Didius Julianus, bought it by promising them about two and a half millions of money. Thereupon the armies on the three main frontiers, the Danube, the Rhine, and the Euphrates, each of them proclaimed its own commander Emperor. The nearest to Italy was Septimius Severus on the Danube, an able soldier of African descent. He was promptly on the march for Rome. The praetorians were not prepared to fight his veterans, and made terms. Julianus was handed over and put to death. Severus disbanded the praetorians, and reorganized a new praetorian guard of 50,000 men. Then he marched against the Eastern candidate, Pescennius Niger, routed his forces, captured him and put him to death. Then he turned westward and dealt in similar fashion with Albinus from the Rhine, though not without a hard fight. For the rest of his reign he ruled unchallenged.
Severus was a soldier, and after a time he left the conduct of his civil administration to the great legist Papinian, in whose control it was well managed. His own attention was absorbed chiefly in warfare on the frontiers. He conducted successful campaigns against the Parthians, and passed the closing years of his life in Britain, where he died, leaving the succession jointly to his sons, Bassianus and Geta, Bassianus, better known by his nickname Caracalla, murdered Geta, and reigned alone after putting to death his father's minister, Papinian, for refusing to pronounce a justification of Geta's murder. Caracalla perhaps surpassed any of his predecessors in the number of the victims of his cruelty, and in his fears of assassination; but the one outstanding fact of his six years' reign was the decree conferring the Roman citizenship upon all the communities of the Empire. He was assassinated when in Syria by the praefect Macrinus, who bribed the soldiery to make him Emperor.
Now there was dwelling in Antioch one Maesa, who had been a sister-in-law of Septimius Severus and an aunt of Caracalla. She had two daughters, each of whom had a young son. The elder boy, Elaga-balus, whose name has been corrupted to Heliogabalus, was fourteen years old, and had been made a priest of the Eastern sun-god whose name he bore. Macrinus, though ambitious, was inefficient; Maesa claimed the purple for this grandson. The soldiers were already annoyed by the attempts of Macrinus to restore the discipline which had become agreeably relaxed under Caracalla; they turned against him, the troops he brought to the field were routed, and he was killed.
For some five years the boy Elagabalus indulged in the wild excesses common enough among boy rulers in the East. Then he was assassinated, and his young cousin, who is known as Alexander Severus, was made Emperor at the age of thirteen. He was a well-